Oak Park Conservancy District
Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Site Planning and Design Practices (SPD’s)

Activity: Disturbed Area Stabilization

SPD-03.5

(Sodding)
PLANNING
CONSIDERATIONS:
Planning:
Required
Training:
Required
Recommended
Personnel
Involvement:
Town Engineer
Town Attorney
Developers
IDEM
IDNR Target Pollutants
Significant ¢ Partial @ Low or Unknown &
Sediment ¢ Heavy Metals & Nutrients ¢ Oxygen Demanding Substances & Toxic Materials ¢
Qil& Grease ¢ Bacteria & Viruses ¢ Floatable Materials ¢ Construction Waste ¢
Description Areas needing immediate vegetative cover such as grass swales, drop inlets, and
waterways with intermittent flow use sod brought from other locations. This BMP is
referred to as Disturbed Area Stabilization. The stabilization establishes immediate ground
cover, reduces stormwater runoff, protects soil surface from erosion, reduces damage from
sediment and runoff to downstream areas as well as improves aesthetics.
Installation Bring soil surface to final grade.
Procedures Clear surface of trash.

Design Criteria

Apply sod to soil surfaces only (not frozen).

Do not use top soil recently treated with herbicides.

Mix fertilizer and/or lime into soil surface.

Lay sod with tight joints and in straight lines.

Stagger joints, do not stretch sod.

Sod should be anchored with pins for slopes deeper than 3:1.

Irrigate sod and the top 4 inches of soil immediately after installation.

Excessive watering should not be performed. Irrigation should be used to supplement
rainfall for a minimum of 2-3 weeks.
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» Sod selected material should be certified.

» Sod grown in the area is preferred.

»  Sod should be machine cut and contain % (+ or — %4 inch) of soil.

» Cuts should be installed within 36 hours of digging.

» Avoid planting when subject to frost heave or hot weather if irrigating is not available.
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Activity: Distributed Area Stabilization (Sodding)

SPD-03.5

Maintenance > Re-sow areas where an adequate stand of sod is not obtained.
» New sod should be moved sparingly.

» Grass height should not be cut to less than 2-3 in.

Inspection L Sod inspected after wet weather event.
Checklist

O Sod is maintained to ensure grass height remains in specified range.
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